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THE PRESIDENCY
__Painful Reappraisals

One prediction in President Kennédy’s
State of the Union message last January_ g
has proved to be dismally accurate. “The - B
. news." he said, “will be worse before it is
beiter.” Last week, as John F. Kennedy
closed out the first 100 days of his Admin-
istration. the U.S. had suffered a month-
long scries of sethacks rare in the history
of the Republic. First camle Russia’s man-
in-space triumph. Then the shockingly
hungled invasion of Cuba. Finally,  and
- belatedly, came the sickening realization .

that U.5.-backed’ Laos was about to o
dewn the Communist drain. R

Loss in Laos. Back in March, the Presi-
dent spoke determinedly ;p;_ a US, “re- K. . :
sponse” if the Russians ‘failed to halt
their aggression-by-proxy in Laos, . De- : : , -
clared he: “No orllkel.m should doubt mbl-r
resolution.” But Nikita | ushehiey - ob.
viously did. He slauedfgﬁixcmedy's
proposed cease-fire foriﬁvg;ﬁvéég,‘g&cﬁpelﬂ ) : ; ‘ - S

; 5 - g B BT L N . Associated P ess
ggert:?vgogl;n ﬂsﬁiw“]‘:ﬁ’m“ﬂ -+ .. .. Desocraric Con XONAL LEADERS AT THE WHITE HOUSE*
ly agreed to a ceasg-ﬁtdl'lq; g:é%,h% o cnthe first 100 3 hoécking"series‘ of setbacks.
Communist troops controlled ahou SR W S o
of Laos. Even aiter the ‘British.Russian  sanding’ 5?_«“,1\‘{"*“ W;‘[o‘:%
announcement of 8 cease-firg. Bgreement, - K{“’:“z:lhel v h“_dpm@iikl ’ txtm;;y.m - ambiguities.”
,thfi rfefbelg st(::tyed on_itltx!e‘ g 6 : Yhe Q: monéd’ Democratic- éongrossional Jeaders Beyond Moratorium. To have any
ane it ;: ommm;]sdu}gg 'fq”"' t-May 1o \fwmfﬁ*'ﬁm‘tonfmmf the.. meaningful influence on the course of the
ﬁ,eaéinc:\{; e;;gce'v;ff: n(gt,,ggg“ ok Lo crisls, Thay came out of the o eetiiig . cold war, ational unity has to be some-
| s plead’ing t);x W cagep?m, “ilitary  Fin-faced méusht.hpg:dr} ang ¥ .thing more than .a moratorium on criti-

.Government to sing bass in world affairs
- and not take refuge in shrill Byzantine

: [their case’ byt as, mili distrésling,” said one, * ciams of the President: there must be
_:{;f)t:;)diﬁinggs';% l:e%m*mzeﬁ:dhm At week's end, with the news from'Lnos & set of policies' for the fation to unite
’ 5 o U T petting ﬂmrﬂiiatr&m;’ ing by the houf, the

-.upon. - So far, Kennedy has failed to
;2 '] President” called the National Securjt,y 'ﬂéﬁde that set of policies. Last week
( . Council into session for the third time he made ‘two public speeches—but in
1 in e it 2T i pedther did he put forward specific pro-
ot gt sals for action, In New York he used
speech to the Bureay of Advertising
of the' Ameritan Newsdpgper Publisher:
ociation to urge the press to refrain
fom publishing gtories that are not “in
ie national interest” (see ‘Tux Press).
r & speech to a Democratic gathering
Chicago, he spoke bracing words about
the vast efforts’that would be heeded
ito win the cold war. Buf he left his
3, . tsteners wondering just what he was call-
§ . ing upon them to do. © -
Astir in the Administration was a con-
tion, that' something must be done—if
#aybody could produce any fdess. THis
plitad; Hotss Speaker Sam Rayburn, Senate
¥ Leacst Mike Mansgeld, Standing:

Harblotke® | g " 3¢ t _. P Qus ,’Shjor_ﬂy Leader John EfcCormack, Housi
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